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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the claims 

This action is in response to the application filed on March 26,2004. Claims 1-21 

are pending and are examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Stoutenburg et al (US PGPUB No: 2007/0029376 Al). 

3. As regards claims 1 and 16, Stoutenburg discloses scanning each of a plurality of 

checks to generate digitized images thereof, the plurality of checks including at least one 

of non-consumer checks and consumer checks, [0039, When the check is inserted in the 

slip printer and/or imager vertically, it is scanned by the imager and MICR reader for 

content]. Stoutenburg discloses generating a master file including a record for each 

check, each record including the digitized image of the corresponding check and a data 

portion including data obtained from a MICR line of the corresponding check; [0206, The 

database information regarding merchants, issuers, and/or individual customers is 

generally stored on storage devices 1404. The database information stored on storage 
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devices 1404 is sometimes referred to herein as defining a "central database "]. 

Stoutenburg discloses sorting the records into first and second sub-files as a function of at 

least one of the digitized images and the data portions, the first sub-file including only the 

non-consumer checks and the second sub-file including only the consumer checks, [0180, 

POS device 130 analyzes the payment information to identify a suitable function central 

control 110 to which the payment is to be directed]. 

Stoutenburg discloses processing the records included in the first sub-file according to a 

non-consumer check procedure to settle transactions referenced by each of the checks 

corresponding to the records in the first sub-file; and processing the records included in 

the second sub-file according to one of a consumer check procedure and a non-consumer 

check procedure to settle transactions referenced by each of the checks corresponding to 

the records in the second sub-file, [0124, The information received at POS device 130 

and/or POS peripheral 140 is transferred via network interface 228 and communication 

network 120 to processing system 512. After processing system 512 receives the 

necessary information to open a stored value record, techniques such as those set forth in 

the aforementioned U.S. patent application can be used to initiate the value record]. 

[0125, Processing system 512 then communicates whether the value record has been 

successfully opened to POS device 130 via communication network 120. If the value 

record was successfully opened, POS device 130 activates and produces stored value card 

224 (or selects an appropriate stock card) via card issuer 226]. 
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4. As regards claim 2, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the first and second sub-files 

are processed separately. [0052; In some embodiments, POS peripheral 140 provides the 

identical functionality provided by POS device 130, albeit in a form accessible to a 

customer. Thus, for example, POS device 130 may be tailored for operation by a 

merchant, while the same functionality is implemented in POS peripheral 140 and 

tailored for operation by a customer.] 

5. As regards claim 3, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the digitized images of the 

checks include images of at least one of a front and a rear of the checks. [0039, Once the 

printing is complete, the check is turned over by the clerk and placed back in slip printer 

and/or imager for franking the back of the check.] 

6. As regards claim 4, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the data portion further 

includes an amount of the check derived from the corresponding digitized image. [0039, 

Such franking of the back of the check can include receipt information, such as, a 

merchant number, a store name, a time stamp, a dollar amount, and the like.] 

7. As regards claims 5 and 19, Stoutenburg discloses further comprising the step of: 

verifying the sorting step using information stored in a database of debtors. [0213, Upon 

providing suitable identification verification, a menu is displayed to permit the customer 

1436 to select desired customer-care functions.] 
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8. As regards claims 6 and 20, Stoutenburg discloses further comprising the step of: 

displaying each of the records in the master file, the display including one of the data ' 

portion, a snippet of the digitized image, a digital amount of the check and a 

categorization of the check; [0190, Upon receiving the approval, it is displayed on 

display 210 and/or display 252 and the value associated with the check is provided to the 

customer (block 860). Providing such value can include having the merchant disperse the 

value from an available cash register or other source, or in some embodiments, providing 

the value directly from POS device 130 via a cash dispersal mechanism]. 

9. As regards claim 7, Stoutenburg discloses wherein a user is permitted to alter the 

displayed record. [0061, In such an embodiment, display reader interface 248 provides an 

interface for receiving input via the touch-screen.] 

10. As regards claim 8, Stoutenburg discloses further comprising the step of: storing 

the data portion of each of the records in a database, the database being organized by 

debtors and each of the records corresponding to one of the debtors. [0126, In some 

embodiments, stored value card 224 comprises some type of media that is capable of 

storing an identifier, such as an identification number, in human readable form, on a 

magnetic-stripe, in a bar code, or the like. Also, a PIN may also be stored on card 224, in 

some instances in a manner that is inaccessible without tampering with any packaging or 

defacing the card itself] 
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11. As regards claim 9, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the database includes one of a 

debtor's name, a debtor's account number, a debtor's address, a debtor's ABA number, 

and a debtor's account payable amount. [0149, In such a situation, information for 

identifying the stored value card and associated value account is entered via POS device 

130 and/or POS peripheral 140. Such information can include, a name, address, and 

phone number of the customer, as well as a card number associated with a card to be 

issued (see block 1168).] 

12. As regards claim 10, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the consumer check 

procedure includes processing of the second sub-file to forward it to a clearing network 

for a settlement [0160, Yet another alternative provides for providing payment via a 

check read by MICR 234, or by an Automated Clearing House ("ACH") transfer from a 

bank account by entering account information via keyboard interface 242 or via keyboard 

reader interface 266]. 

13. As regards claim 11, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the non-consumer check 

procedure includes electronically submitting the first sub-file to a financial institution, the 

financial institution generating an image replacement document for each of the non- 

consumer checks and submitting the image replacement document for a settlement. 

[0238, Alternatively, if it is determined that the institution associated with the check does 

support ECA via checking system 1600 (block 1736), then a receipt similar to a credit 
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card receipt is printed using the roll printer and presented to the customer for the 

customer's signature (block 1740).] 

14. As regards claim 12, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the non-consumer check 

procedure includes electronically submitting the first sub-file to a first financial 

institution, the first financial institution forwarding the first sub-file to a second financial 

institution for settlement. [0235, Further, the authorization process includes authorizing 

the actual transaction based on the information read from the check that was inserted into 

POS device 130 (block 1736). In some embodiments, account information, and institution 

information derived by the MICR reader from the check is transferred from POS device 

130 to checking host 1610.] 

15. As regards claim 13, Stoutenburg discloses an image capturing device configured 

to capture a digitized image of a check, [0099, In some embodiments, display 252 

* 
supports electronic signature capture to facilitate processing of electronic forms of 

payment. In such embodiments, display 252 comprises a digitizer having at least eight-bit 

AID conversion detail]. 

Stoutenburg discloses a processor configured to extract data from the digitized image of 

the check and further configured to categorize the check as at least one of a non- 

consumer check and a consumer check as a function of at least one of the digitized image 

and the extracted data, wherein the processor stores the digitized image and the data in a 

first file when the check is categorized as a non-consumer check and in a second file 
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when the check. [0101, CPU 305 includes an AID converter 314 for accessing analog 

data from a touch-screen 362 and converting it to digital data compatible with CPU 305.] 

16. As regards claim 14, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the digitized image includes a 

MICR line from which the data is extracted. [0039, it is scanned by the imager and MICR 

reader for content.] 

17. As regards claim 15, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the processor categorizes the 

check based on the position of the data on the MICR line. [0235, In some embodiments, 

account information, and institution information derived by the MICR reader from the 

check is transferred from POS device 130 to checking host 1610. In turn, checking host 

1610 compares the account and institution information against a list of known bad and/or 

suspicious accounts. Thus, where comparison of the information indicates that the check 

is either bad, or possible bad, authorization can be denied.] 

18. As regards claim 17, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the records included in the 

first subfile are processed according to a non-consumer check procedure to settle 

transactions referenced by each of the checks corresponding to the records in the first 

subfile. [0124, The information received at POS device 130 and/or POS peripheral 140 is 

transferred via network interface 228 and communication network 120 to processing 

system 512. After processing system 512 receives the necessary information to open a 
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stored value record, techniques such as those set forth in the aforementioned U.S. patent 

application can be used to initiate the value record]. 

19. As regards claim 18, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the records included in the 

second subfile are processed according to a consumer check procedure to settle 

transactions referenced by each of the checks corresponding to the records in the second 

subfile. [0125, Processing system 512 then communicates whether the value record has 

been successfully opened to POS device 130 via communication network 120. If the 

value record was successfully opened, POS device 130 activates and produces stored 

value card 224 (or selects an appropriate stock card) via card issuer 226]. 

20. As regards claim 21, Stoutenburg discloses wherein the database is updated using 

the data obtained from the check. [0158, a function central control 110 governing control 

of all POS devices 130 can communicate with other function central controls and perform 

the update functionality described in relation to FIG. 5D.] 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to John A. Anderson whose telephone number is 571-270- 

3327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 5:00 

Pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 

Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 

800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

John A Anderson 
Examiner 

Art Unit 3694 


